University Settlement Teacher Observation
Classroom: 
Date: ____3/2/12____
Time: ____1140-1155am__
Teacher name: 
Activity: __Transition from SPARK to News_______

Level of preparedness for activity: Teacher had all necessary supplies ready   
Teacher’s ability to use pro-active, positive phrasing of limits and redirection of behavior: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There wasn’t any need for redirecting.  All children were ready to follow the routine.  The teacher made sure she responded to all comments made by children during the transition from Sparks to News.
Teacher’s ability  to engage children, energy level, pacing, calling on all children: 
Pacing was good, all children were engaged.  She was sure to call on those students that don’t participate/speak very often.  Everyone was acknowledged. 
Teacher’s ability to ask open ended questions The question of the day was an open ended question about how the children felt about school.  Teacher reminded students that they should tell how they feel and explain the reasons they feel that way.  Everyone was encouraged to give full sentences when answering.
Teacher’s ability to expand children’s understanding: When a child said, “I feel excited” Teacher took the opportunity to ask, does anyone know what excited means?  Another child was given the opportunity to answer.  When a child had difficulty telling why she felt happy, the teacher helped give her prompts asking, “What are some of the things you do that make you feel happy when you’re in school”?  She also waited and gave children a chance to think about what they wanted to say.
Teacher’s ability to help children to solve own problems: Same as above
Teacher’s ability to manage transitions between activities ie within circle time and from one activity to another: Transition from Sparks to News was smooth, all children knew the routine and followed it.  
Teacher’s vocabulary usage, volume of speaking: 
Volume was fine.  She was sure everyone understood the new vocabulary that was shared by children.  
Teacher’s ability to stay on topic and to bring children back to task: The children were focused during the activity.
Notes:  
· Children were encouraged to connect words spoken to words previously discussed in prior lessons that were on the word wall
· Children were motivated to participate and listen to each other.
· A lot of room for humor!  The children were having fun.
· Children were encouraged to “think” about what they wanted to say
· Children constantly challenged to “read” the words they may have already been familiar with.

One note:  The answer to how they feel and why should be in one sentence.  “I am happy because I get to play in school” vs. “I am happy.  Because I get to play in school”.
